
iMovie Guide
Create a new iMovie Project 

1. Open iMovie.

2. From the FILE menu choose NEW PROJECT. Enter an 
appropriate title, choose WIDESCREEN (16:9) for Aspect 
Ratio, and leave NONE selected for the theme. Click 
CREATE. 

The iMovie Interface
The main iMovie window, shown below is your console for viewing, organizing and editing video. From 
here you can access almost every tool that you!ll use to work with your video. 

Viewer
Your video plays here. 

iMovie Project
Put together video clips, photos, 
music and more to create movies. 

iMovie toolbar
Most of the 

tools and 
controls you 

need are 
available here. 

Event library
List the names of all the 
Events you!ve recorded on 
video and gathered into 
iMovie. 

Source video
Shows the contents of the Events 
you!ve selected in the Events library. 



Importing video clips
To import videos to use in your iMovie, go to 
"File!, then "Import!, then "Movies!.

A new window will open and you will be able to 
choose where you want to import your video 
from, i.e from your camera, or a folder on your 
computer. 

Select the video file that you want to use in 
iMovie. (You will need to do this one file at a 
time.) 

When you import this file, it becomes an "Event! 
in iMovie that you will be able to see in your 
Events Library and Source video window when it 
is selected. 

To help you to be able to find your events quickly, 
make sure that you name them with a sensible 
name, before you click the import button. 

When you have named the video file you wish to 
import, click the "Import! button. 

It may take a couple of minutes for your video file 
to upload to your computer, depending on how 
big the file is. Please be patient, and just wait for 
your computer to do this.

When the video has finished importing you will be 
able to see in your Events Library and Source 
video window when it is selected. 

Importing photographs
There are two ways to add 
photographs to your iMovie. You can 
add photographs through iPhoto, or 
from a file on your computer. 

To add photographs from iPhoto, click 
on the camera on your toolbar. Select 
the photograph you want, click and 
hold on the photograph, and drag it to 
your project window. Release your 
mouse button when the photograph is 
in the place that you want it to be. 

The same thing will happen when you 
drag and drop a photograph from 
another location on your computer. 
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Making your iMovie
From the Source video box select the 
video clip that you want to use by 
clicking and holding your mouse whilst 
dragging the cursor along the selection 
of video that you want to include. When 
you have reached the end of the 
selection that you want to include, 
release the mouse button. 

Your selection should now have a 
yellow box around it. 

Click and hold the mouse above the clip 
you selected and drag it into the iMovie 
project window.

You can continue this action until you have a number of 
clips in your iMovie project window.

To be more exact when choosing your clips, you can 
adjust the slider to adjust the number of frames shown 
per thumbnail. For example, you can choose to show 
the entire clip in one thumbnail or every 5 seconds, 
every second, every half second etc.
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You can add a title slide to your iMovie 
by clicking on the "T! on your toolbar. 
You will also see that there are a 
number of options here. Allow your 
cursor to hover over them to see if they 
are animated or not. 

When you have made your selection, 
click and hold your mouse and drag your 
chosen title slide to your project window. 
Hold your cursor at the beginning of your 
project and let go of your mouse button. 

Immediately this window will open and 
you can choose the background of your 
title slide. 

To move smoothly between your clips 
and make your movie more 
professional, you can add transitions. 

There are a number to choose from in 
iMovie. You can find them by clicking on 
the rectangle shape on your tool bar. 

To include a transition slide in your 
project just click and hold your mouse 
on the transition of your choice and 
drag it to your project window.

Hold your cursor between two clips and 
let go of your mouse button. You will 
then see that the transition slide has 
been added to your project. 
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To change the appearance and sound 
of your video clips, move your cursor 
to a video clip and hover over the 
bottom left corner. A wheel will appear. 
Click on the wheel and you will have a 
number of options.

Clicking on clip adjustments will allow 
you to change the appearance of your 
video clip. For example, you could 
make it look like an old film, or like a 
dream, or a science fiction movie. 

When you have made your selection, 
you will see that a new slide is created 
in your project window. 

You can then go to your viewer and type 
the name of your movie. 

There is also an option to change fonts, 
colour and font size here. 

You may wish to have text appear over your video clips, at the 
beginning of your movie, or during it.

When you have made your title selection, click and hold your 
mouse and drag your chosen title slide to your project window. 
Hold your cursor on your video clip (or photograph) where you 
want the text to appear. You will see that a blue transparent box 
appears to show you where the text will be in your movie. When 
the text is in the correct place, let go of your mouse button. 

This time a new box appears above the 
video clip where you have added the 
text. Clip on it and a yellow box will 
appear around it.

You can then go to your viewer and type 
the name of your movie. 

There is also an option to change fonts, 
colour and font size here. 

If you want to change the duration of time that the text appears in your movie, you should click on the 
title box, and the yellow box will appear around it. 

Move your cursor to the end of the box and let it hover there. The cursor should change appearance to 
a line with two arrows pointing in opposite directions. Click and drag the box to the left (to reduce the 
duration of the text) or to the right (to increase the duration of the text). When you have the correct 
duration of the text, release your mouse button.  
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Clicking on audio adjustments will allow you to change the sound in 
your video clip. For example, you could mute the sound completely 
if you want to do a voiceover, or add your own choice of music.  

You can also make your sound fade in and fade out, for a more 
professional sound. 



There are two ways to add music to your iMovie. You 
can add music through iTunes, or from a file on your 
computer. 

To add music from iTunes, click on the musical note on 
your toolbar. Select the track you want, click and hold on 
the track, and drag it to your project window. The 
background of the project window will turn green. Then 
release your mouse button. 

The track will now appear as a large green box around 
all your video clips and the track will play for the duration 
of the entire track or the entire iMovie, if the iMovie is 
shorter than the track. 

The same thing will happen when you drag and drop a 
music file from another location on your computer. 

1

If you only want your music to play in a specific part of 
your iMovie select your track click and hold your mouse 
and drag your chosen track to your project window. Hold 
your cursor on your video clip (or photograph) where 
you want the track to appear. You will see that a long red 
line appears to show you where the track will start in 
your movie. When the track is in the correct place, let go 
of your mouse button. 

The track now appears as a green box, beneath your 
video clips.

If you want to change the duration of time that the track 
plays for in your movie, move your cursor to the end of 
the box and let it hover there. The cursor should change 
appearance to a line with two arrows pointing in 
opposite directions. Click and drag the box to the left (to 
reduce the duration of the track) or to the right (to 
increase the duration of the track). When you have the 
correct duration of the track, release your mouse button. 

You can add numerous tracks this way, at relevant 
points in your iMovie. 
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To record your own voice, as a 
voiceover, in your iMovie click on the 
microphone on your toolbar.

A box will appear and you will be 
instructed to click on the video clip that 
you would like to speak over.

After clicking on the relevant video clip, 
there will be a three second countdown 
and the computer will begin recording 
all sound in the room. 

To stop recording, press the space bar. 

Your new sound file will appear in your 
project window as a purple box beneath 
your video clips. 
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It is this movie file that should then be given to your teacher. 

If you make any changes to your iMovie, after it has been exported and finalized, you will have to 
export it again, following the method above. 

You can also watch the following videos for more guidance: http://support.apple.com/videos/#iMovie

When you have complete your iMovie 
project, you must finalize it before it 
can be watched on any other 
computer, or youtube, Facebook etc. 

To finalize your iMovie click on "Share! 
at the top of the screen, then click on 
"Export!. 

This window will appear. You will then 
choose a name for your iMovie and 
destination for your iMovie to be saved 
to.

You should also choose the size of 
your movie you would like. Choose the 
highest size possible, to ensure a 
good quality finished product. 

To watch your iMovie as you are making it, you can just let your cursor hover at the 
beginning or your iMovie project and press the space bar to start and stop your iMovie. 
Your iMovie will play in your viewer window. 

To watch your iMovie on a full screen as you are making it, click the large play button on 
your toolbar. Your screen will then change as you watch your iMovie. To get out of this 
viewing option, press the escape key on your keyboard. 

To create a picture within a picture (like on the News), 
select a video clip from your Source video box as 
before, and drag it to your project window. Hold your 
cursor above the main video clip, where you would like 
to add the second video clip. Release your mouse 
button. 

Select Picture In Picture. You can change the location 
of your second video clip in your viewer window. When 
it is in the right location, click "done!.

Your two clips will now appear in your project window.


